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excelled was the bayonet. Their generally superior physique
gave them an advantage over the French in personal combat.
With the bayonet, Sir E. Wilson considers that the British
alone could dispute the supremacy of the Russian.

The Eussian soldier's sense of moral obligations was that
of the barbarian. His religion was mixed with superstition,
but he was not a bigot. His sovereign he invested wife an
almost godlike supremacy and, whilst his untold privations,
at times, overcame his sense of discipline in fegard to his
officers, nothing could diminish his reverence for the Czar,
the father of his people. A curious story is told by Sir E.
Wilson, illustrative of this trait in the character of the
Eussian soldier.

At a time when privation had driven many Eussians,
as well as French, to form bands marauding in search of
food, a party of Eussian officers, prisoners on parole, accom-
panied by some French officers, was marching towards
Warsaw. Falling in with a body of Eussian marauders,
commanded by a sergeant, the French officers were, in spite
of the protest of their Eussian companions, massacred. Then
came the turn of the Eussians. As honourable men, they
refused to listen to the demand of the soldiers that they
should break^ their parole and return to the army at the head
of their captors. They were told that their country's right
to their allegiance overrode all obligations of honour towards
their enemy. They still refused, and were thereupon done to
death, with the exception of one officer who, left for dead,
eventually recovered and escaped to tell the story. Yet the
soldiers who could commit an atrocity such as this, would
share their last crust with a starving peasant whose all had
been unearthed and robbed.

The Light Infantry (Jagers), recruited mainly in Siberia,
were superior as marksmen to the line regiments. The
Imperial Guard was a picked body of about 17,000 men,
of magnificent physique, far superior in this respect to
Napoleon's guard, and even to the corresponding Prussian